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SMENSTENB OBLIR & (BH)

CURRENT STATUS AND ISSUES OF FORINGER CARE WORKERS

—Textbook Analysis of The Japanese Language Education for EPA Care Worker Candidates Using
“Bamenkara Manabu Kaigono Nihongo™—

Reiko Masuda

Abstract

Healthcare support in Japan has suffered a shortfall in trained workers, so the Japanese
government has authorized a large influx of non-Japanese to mitigate the need for workers. However,
these workers’ Japanese language skills may be inadequate, especially when discussing critical
issues with other staff members. The purpose of this study, then, is address the lack of appropriate
Japanese language education for EPA care worker candidates based upon the lessons provided in
the textbook “Bamenkara Manabu Kaigono Nihongo”. Thus, this paper proposes revising the
textbook to properly address situations, contents, vocabulary, and language actually used in the
healthcare facilities. Moreover, input for the contents of a revised text should be based not only
Japanese language teachers’ ideas but also upon the actual discourses used by care workers and

social workers as well as their opinions.

Keywords:  Japanese leaner, Care worker , Japanese textbook, EPA care worker candidates,
Kaigo VISA, Tokuteigino VISA
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